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Recognition of Characters in Bookshelf Images using Automatic Dictionary Selection
based on Estimated Degradation

E2A B K XRTF' B O R

Minako Sawaki’, Hiroshi Murase' and Norihiro Hagita'

Abstract  We developed an adaptive dictionary-selection method for recognizing low-quality characters in scene images.
First. the environmental conditions of the input image are estimated using an initial dictionary. Then. a relevant dictionary
from several dictionaries reflecting different environmental conditions is automatically selected based on the estimation and
used for recognition. Experiments on characters in images of hookshelves showed that this method achieves a higher
recognilion rate (89.8%) than that using one fixed dictionary (76.49). Furthermore. recognilion accuracy improved from

89.8% to 95.2% when contcxtual postprocessing was used.
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Example of a bookshelf image.

882 (142)

IO &S RIEEIZ LT, HTALER Lo TR PR
WEIOEELENT 2 HkLEZ SN D5, HIHEHLR
W RUEMECELT 2 ERAXFEGICBOTE, %
BB ERIELET 5O AU TIRIRA R D 5 .

ZZCERTHR, HELLERAXT 2B S,
P RIFR TR LI T8 8 — v o Bk L 790
HWEXHAOTHSRL, ZORMERIe DL S BHK
BorrftEL, £OHREEL LRI #2 CH
EHE#BTL. 2hic X ) RBEEOMEBHFETE S

2.2 FEomn

2T, RFER BT BEME R OXFRBFEOF
Iz 2 n»Taix 3 (X 3) .

(1) ATLEEEL

(a) 2t F4yFnbATTAHSNIAT—
REBRER R 4(a))CERL -8, @Y FERE
T2fH{Ls 5 (K4(b)).

(b) fEEhhE AW oARPHEREE, LELEENT
ErnTwaicy, HEMHETS . KOOSR

BICLDESIBOEPBAL. ZTOY, Vv 7 RACE
TOWTZOEOBEFMHEMLL, TOMEEAETRD S .

BRMNIE, X 9 BRSO MR O (7 ) BT
BERLDAMANIEEHHEID, ThiEDOESTY
W2 E R B REMTORmRE AR (K40 y 8 L
FOBFETOE R D . FOE{RLEDOE x B (x HlE
BB TOAES G ETB) BT, BEEAECRLE
2°OMm0.2° DA TERKPIERL, RRKI V7%
525ME2F D xFEBc B o HEMET D, KRR
BLUAEE, FHEROMRERE A TRELL. &
fo. BeRZ v 7 AW—EEL L OWS R KOFR
T5.

(C) CFFhth L EEHIF Kz, BSHRTHE AL
REAOPOXEFIDEERD B . LESEM T, FHILBS
Ry SEABH G LREL, MERERENSIC L DX
FHE S #HET 5.

HARMNZ X, &% x BRI B W T, Xb%h%ﬁ*ﬁw
FEnZEHRL, WEREOHRORERBOMNESF %
5.;wlﬁﬂ.“EMiD%H@@rY%ﬂm&t*
5. R oI XCEFIREBOBO G0 x BB BT 5
HEAEZZOXFIHBOWEEAMEL, ZOAECELUT

December.  December
December,  Decembar
December  December

2 IHHEIEODE VI & D REYT B XFSL
(F) A ikidiig (256 BE) . CR) 2 [EER
Character degradation caused by differences in lighting
condition. (left) gray-scale image (256 levels), (right)
binarized image.

RG] A 5 25 Vol. 54, No.6 (2000)




XFHNEREFERR L HEHERITD . 4.
BUEL AR ICATS . B4 (c)icid,
XFS BRI E U TRLTH B,

f 2 fHi1t,

[
immss | | 51 X e

iimméa@gmm J}

l

\

) o,
fr' wm&auxaam AJ}

v | [ SERBIAELLEEORR |

1

k\ BRI ATEEIC & R

i %
AL TER (’ WAL X BRI E

% ey ! swet®

eSS

i

® 3 B@Eofh

Flow of recognition procedure.

X Vol. 10, No. 6 Noverniber 1988 ¥ ™ "
@ T” FTF T T TNGLA5 No: 6"(]une199:1“‘]

]

—

S

Vo!. 10, No. 6, November 1988
L Vol. 15, No. 6, June 1993

"Vol. 10, No. 6, November 1988 |
o Vol. 15, No. 6, June 1943 I

| Vot10Nc6November1988 j

b b i duih |

| Vol10No6November1988 |
b bt |

(a) A I#sikef&, (L) 2{EEE&. (o) {EEmER
oufg:, (d)PIAFEC L 2TRER. (e)BER
NIERRIC & IR E
(d). (e)icownT. LB BEAT7IY—-. F
RIEFSLUNETORKEMUESN. TEROHE
#OSALUERRE, 2R
Recognition process.
(2} input gray-scale image, (b) binarized image. (<)
skew corrected image, (d) recognition results by using
initial dictionary, (€) recognition results by using
sclected dictionary.
For (d) and (e) (upper) recognized categories.
(lowerj maximum similarity value at each position.
The straight line indicates threshold values for recogni-
tion.

(2) E3E

X OHEERICHETOEEO QSNSRI & 2FWERF O T

KEZXDIE
ZDMETHI s

(a) PHESEEIC L 28 WEHEROXFESMmRE
OXFEIX, FHLEAILVEHRT D, &30 | 27
FEHE P 2 REAMERTL . SRRBBNE &9
BERNOBIENY - L OB ETY. 22T, [HIHE
| i, REFRRETHRIEE NI HEOD L BXXFNS
— U ER LI BB - h ok BEEERRT. £
Fo. WA MEELED 2y, UEThEFELTE
EHMDH TR L ATHFANDEEA ST . BHELLRL
BTORKELED, HohUDEELTHLENTFIT
) —OEMERE PR LSS, FOAT Y — %Y
BRI L ATHRER T 5. D RREESEEL TV
BEHE, EUEOASWHERBER,HIR TS Z
ITHVR TS LEAR, XMNIKBAXTWE DL
BThs. H4(d)oLBeEEL T I7Y—, TRIZEKX
BOESMERT

(b) %m%%kﬂﬁbtﬁﬂwﬁﬁ YIRREEC L D
PEREER D & ATEROBILIRIE (SR 2 HET 2
ok, HliBucHG f%%*%mﬁ?élmﬁmﬁ
BAkS L UBIRAEIRDWLTIZ3ETHL Cihir 5,

(¢) BRENIFHFLIFE BR&WESEH
WT. TS LIRS & R SCFSBHR W E T L T3CF & Rk
T2, M4(e)D LREHEA T ) —, FERICHEKEM
EafErT.

(3) B

ﬁaménfﬁ%ﬁﬁfwxi BT 35 ORI B

DL BB ENTH S . ZT. BT 5 2EDA
%ju—@ﬁ%mwﬁﬁbt&kﬂ%ﬁﬁ.Q%Wm
HohUHHBEETAMAMOHBZ 24T T ) —B .
e DBEOHT TV —=F{s . m. p. rIOonwTFhans

3, FDET—T7NZEHLTBL . BHEREHE
MEF—TNEKL . 247 ) —OHEREEE THS L
BOYDBEELIES. B0 7 7)) —2FTHE»
SHIBRL , SEBOZBREROT O BWET 2 b DRHET .
ZOFREONIRBSRELNTS.

3. BRI —DOIER & &R
3.1 HEmBROBAFH
AFFEE, 7o LIHERE T TEN2EHT 2 }nf

285, 2O, HILLIC AN — o B IEREC T
31012, B 50 U2 AL U S 2 A
BLTEE, 4bciS LS s BBt o %3 2
LICEOERMT S, FOMSHERS WRT.

IR FEDHILO R & U T rE. BHGE/T O/ BE 0
B, g B R BERB’NSNTVEHA ZhoEBOE
HEM@EA UL THEET B2 2 L EREETHSE . 2DHo
KRN T, BRLERLORDLAAT—OHE [H1E
B w3 1 RToch Tl THET . 22T
i AN = DHIERT £ LT, AJINg—v &
VIS E T ORTHBEA Y — o OBIHROIL R H WS

(133) 883




(B 6) . MR, ShisdH s Ui & 52X F B TR &
TnEmTRESE ORBCER LY, #@E, KIhp
& VAT BT RE L . AT ABKREBHHIK
BRI ERA T S FORKR, BB L Y5O
BEEABINICEBL TwR EARTIEWTES. L
T GAEEED | OIS, AINY — RV ERNY -
SCHMLTWAZ ERERL . NEuEFErTh. K
ELBSR L TRERIEL TS,

ST BRI HCAESRI Y — 2N
THAEHO I U 2R T 5

SR T | A )Y — o R PIIEEE TR D W E#E
L. #OBHERE b L HbiEReHET 2. Z0%HL
JEROIE U Oy el e IR L . BHEEEET Y
22T, WHIKH{LEREEEL . FheETuTLR
R R RIR T A PEBEE RS FKFERTHE,
Bl bt L a8 B TIMOBRXFORBERP O Z
nENEL N SHLIBREES T L kY. YIHR
B/ L3 EEEG L o T U B S {LIEOREE R E & iR
$ 5. KT LT 3 AME R B TR, 1O
OFER T, pIh - L InO% T A RER—ERE
ARAUDEEEL. 1 B2OXFIHOZENENLDIXFD
SHEE SN BB OFEE LY | FHOH iR
L.

9
¥4 HiEEMcAEsIANY— %, FReiHit

"ABC"
( IR & h A )
ANy -
HALEBUG) HED;
FEnER

|w#|lﬁi.“ ﬁgln.iﬁi
D, D, D; Dy

Hivtrg: HILER Hik  HEERL
i 1) 1)

(M)

B 5 HIMECESFBOHR

Selection of dictionary based on degradation estimation.

IO
By - T e
Ahny—F: E e e
LR E "
TZFN T : 1 ! X

e | P

6 HibiER

Degradation index.

884 (131

ESGeET 2 Lo Hib s ¢ 5 HBOEHRTIE. %t
R BB TIRET B8, O 2 T 2 fEILRE(E
2Eha Bz EIcL D HleisfEElbads. KRN
o, BEFRHCL & 2 MM IERIEOBE&RE b O
. BB EALS D Z kD Ha bR IR
DN = BERTHIENTED.

Wi LS TER LN — s 2 FHOX
FNY =y P EFET S, BEICHMNICHW S NS —
vy | BFEEE, SRR L R YA EEE
LOBEERD B O RFEHRETEMNT SN -ty
N BELESEBIHSY — by | ERRIE LTS,

BRI Emsiifm s UTAN LLERIEEBOXF
NY — R EROMET2HLETE. Z0L2LTHS
Nty —rn5h, EHERcEY T, —i%E FiES
B(P i=1~L) L, BEY Oy — o R EHEFEMA
F—vy b (T j=I~M)Y 35 &i.. I(P), [(T)
&, EhEN P T, OHMIER LTS, 2T, BHE 130
T2 LBt e WK RIT SRSy — v LBl
L. ¥IsEE LT 5. YISO biEREREEE 1.0
T35, Ko, HEBueE L BRI T 5. &%k
BROFEEFEMASy -2y b T %, FXTOTHE
EBTHHEITY, BROFBEEY AL THEHE Pra &
BIRT 2. Ric, 2OHBELHBEENAI -2y I %
100 TEDLHWCH 2 F THRITEFEETI . C
ITHEOITIFERES L WU T ONEE D | T % Pre TR
L. MBS — % Puad WOBINT 5 BN RICEEDT
EHWT, HE T, 28+ 5. ok 150 100%0882
haETHRVET. 25 LTERS TS, FETE
g —oy  OFHIEBI(T) axht U iE D; &
15,

BE, TITANNY —oH Bl L L EEER.
VUSRI CHLIERTIER S B BNy -85
BETROESNHE. COMERERT IELEDNE
IRFEL . RESCTRI BHISEEME THTO & 9 %if
MELD. ANy —v F 8By TELLL
&, MSEEOER . F & THRE—HLHEL LU
FHRTHLLETHFERSXEEINIIGECRE
BB#TEs. FETHESI—HTHILREEER
Zuhniow. HDAIINY = OHIERGCE LS
ELTIR. 20%EIERE D /&, L LIEKREWS
LHERD BTN Y — o dp o R BREE L LA RN D S .

3.3 3 OB

AT G — e FIMEES MR L . AbfF e
LRSI —hKDB. FOBKNY — 2 EATNY —
CORMBHEOLERD B Z EI0E D HLIEHERD
B AN — I NCEBOCESRRASI T W A
i, FAFROXT S EICHEE LS EROESEL A
SNy — kO ERET 3. IR XD, PIHEE
B B TR L DA LIEROIMER D DL L7 <

BR{%I%38 A 5 « 7 REE Vol. 54. No. 6 (2000)




FTAHIENYFFTE 5.

P MEFCE RO HBCIE, THLIESERITOILHE
MOTFEPEIHBAZOPICA>TL B, Ay
—OBWmBEHSKEL LS. LrL, ZRIZEILTY
BF —rDHALE BERMRLLOTHS. 22T, T
HEE R OEEO S b BB — o OS5 EET
oMo BE#HKE YRS, T ehpEESEAY - OR
HFEE L OLLERD S .

xie, Kol gbisc—&rnwHisk (1) ®
Reb . ¥ET BEEE D, BBINT 5. BRSO FHE D,
EFHGWCRESB 2T, ChErBBERET S,

4. E B

4.1 FEBREH

KA T 4 28 A AT (HEREE 832 X 608 i FR) THR
L 7c A T — i {5 4 3% 5% imi 5 (i Fe it 0~255) (C & Ha L 7
RAERERICHOT . B, ERFECHO 2ENEEZ ~
F L ANB A LMNS, BIFEEDOBEPERETRELL.

AT —RE, BE KEOHDENEEE
LHXFA D F.J.M-0,8. a-c.e g-i. l-p,r-v,y) B L&
CVOFITHTIAV—%RRE LI, FiiEEEIL 1Y
— AT AN - FHEFEHAY -y M4y —
IAFAY—E L. TAMNY = KR 12 #
FEENINE. OF UL XEEHOL.

T s L OMHEERAY— 2y M, FET
oW LI EMONFENN Y — %, 2 {H{LRE 80
25150 TOI0 EEAT2MELLIbDERH L. #E
EEMANY =y POWERTEHIT D . ERS NI
i, HEFRS 126852 TE2AELL(D; j=1
~8). ZhPAO 2 EEBEOMEIE, ~F¥—rDEhe
PERSBL LD, HuinwZ e L. FBARNE
DY 4 Xid 24X 24 Wi L Ule. ADERD 2 fE{CRIME I
BERIIZ 128 & L7z,

1.2 AEGROFRER

KT (LB /), M—FEkWIE. Rom
). e FTF T — NE(TRTCOTFMHENS L OFE
FERNY =y FEGDEREET, BB L3
T RER I KBTS KAFEREFHOTHELYBZ S
CERED . AKMNEGR B OSCERE T BIHEE R
O R P LA By ORERA LB s h. &
o HEBMNCHEININY — o BT RTHEBIESR
LIz g5 o Fr— NRic b~ 83e . KEEDHNE

BUEAT BN — LB brrbe Y. &
WRERE R L. 2oz Eizky, RHLHIIBBNAY

— BRI LD, YRR - o2 BEIRT B
BB G H B T L sTRE R
EFHFIRAMEBINLI E 25, 95.29% %1
MEBIENTEL HUHET> B0 OFE
. B3 EHENE | EwS X RBFOHRBIHT
B X OSHECETOLHEOBHBIRC & 5 XTRHOX TR

.
3 HIT,

EREE
= [al[al[ala] [a][allz]a]
w  [AlAIAIA]

T HEYBRNI—Of (HTTV— 1A L d)
Examples of dictionary learning patterns (category :

‘A’ and ‘a’).
£ 1 KREHR O 7 OFRE
Recognition rates of charactors in bookshelf images.
FEOEINGR (AT, RAME) 95.2%
SEELEINER (BT, RO 89.8%
RNFF TV~ LB RRY, i) 85.5%
H—EFER (YRS, L) 76.4%

b3 BELETI, K OCRERERTHOILEETEMN
NE =2y MCEBFHREToTOWAW)TRHLIE
EORBERIT10.7%Tho 1.

5. # =

AFEHEOBESMEETEDD D0, B4 OEHCTL . #
YInFEsERS I r2MRELL. 22T H40lL0
TTEICFEIE 1, FTOITEIFEGH 2 LIFR. X4 O
. AEan 8 OO B L OB TE R EEH
L. EOBEDOBEG Y —BER2CHTS . HE*
FETBHIEWED, RFESI—HT 0o 3 & TEL
L. Sl o@IRa i g8, XEhg T
5. XFEFIFI2 6 THD . WAL bRF sy —%
BOTH-/. ZOEIKR, FFE LD, AEShLHE
BOPTZ T -5 R5 L CHENERENTVWS
I EBRERE R

FRROEE/ Y — P EEFTEAMIZRT(X8). A
FIRG = (B F TV — DU, yIEEE I & 5 PR
RBEATFTIV—t ThHot:. ZOBE., AJINg—ro%k
EBREOLOANNNY — i (i3, BiRsh
LB, AINY— o OETRCT LT [ QBN —
YOBEENRTEBY, AN =2 DB — 21
RUEENIOFHOEBEMEEE D EF i
CE, BAFEOMOBERC & AL 2T 500
W BRI EL & B AR OEERETo . B
RN, ADTHGELATD 7 4 A8 2 HOTIZH LALEE
o7,

0.25 0.5
0.5 1.0 0.5
0.25 0.5 0.25

ZOMHEIZI L, AFHREHH L L O S, WEEREH
—E (WIS E) W L 2 RFHENT9.1% THBEDITHL
FERBEIREITO S LI D 85.0% &M L. HIh(EH»

(135) 885

0.25




& 2 HEILOBGY— B0
(A1 [ 4 OBEHRO LOFT. XFFIFI2 K
4 OBERO T DT
Lrror pattern number for different dictionaries (results
before postprocessing) .
(FExample 1: upper line of the image in Fig.4, Example
2 lower line of the image in Fig.4)

HEHS 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8| YilnE

0 0; 1 2 0 3

S L 21 1

wERgz |2 1 1 0 0 @ 12 2
() mimaaraen
Assy—2 (1)) DNIEE B S NAFE

| o,

o
O T AR

§ FELEHGC & DIEFTC Lo B
Examples of correctly recognized pattern by the
proposed method.

LALER) O 7 WIS O (89 .8%) & D BT OHFBED
EBThashiz-boo, CORFBRE. EORRAOE X (A1)
1L ARFHROMEICTREEE LT 5.

EEEGDOXES 2 LB RET L Theh
FREEHSELFERE LT, MIEW 2 ALET O FES
£ 0D, O 2TE. ADEBCE UKBOBEGH 2 f§
(L% ffo o hie, H—0OFE B T 2 ZRZ21T
St AEsgi, ANBRHOROERICE > TREF
Nt 1 MO MR - L 2 R RELL. 20
W R T (WIRIEEE) CEM BT o £ 25, KR,
FEEREEO 76.4% & 9 v 69.6%TH o7z ASTE{ERD
PEE A L & D SR e RITRERE 2{TO ki L
D MEE AR B BB, ki BIEOPRE (3 REE
ThH%.

6. € ¥ U

AE O, BAWEXFORBERANE LT, ASinNg
— BRI b &Y BEEErmLEED
SEMNTEL I EETLL.

RIS — i & BGOSR E G T, BEEER
FTHIENLY, ERWABBEAY - bk 5HET
i, 76 AYOFHETH 2 AMEGRET A SINAATT
Bo ERENOXTF -7 ienf L, 89.8%DEHELED
SEMTEL. 5. KOXTHNCBH T BN EMR
LT EWED, B2y RFEsmELL.

SEOBEE LT, FHLERI L35 ADOKRFE

886 (136}

OIEOE . SHOHLFYC L0 BRI NIBRAY
—VORE. =NF T a2 b AOIRER, RN ROEEE
BFRH R L7 a0 o (B RELELL &) g on
%

66 2 TE < A — B CS i 28R o ikt
LEd. %7, MEHIEAT2 700, MPIRAEHER
4: Mr. Benoit Maire D11c k5 6DTH 5.

xx )

1) |. Ohya, A. Shio, and S. Akamatsu: “Recognizing Character in
Scene Image”, IEEE Trans. Pattern Anal. & Mach. Intell.. 16. 2, pp.
214-220 (1994)

2) £ &9 ¥ J8 SIS A VLB A — S —F v b A4
7y 7 OB, (GERER PRU 95-237. pp. 15-20 (1996)

3) REEL A4, I CEE O XML O L O OHIMAE", BFEA.
D-539. p. 7-251 (1991)

1) BT B CEIER B OB S A N AFHURORL" FFE IR
D-343, p. 346 (1996)

5) Bk, A U= a— ARG DT T CNSORITYT R
#4580, PRU 95-240, pp. 33-40 (1996)

6) B Uk, AP, Bl v — rNDIFREDLOEL" FEEgk. PRU
95-222, pp. 47-43 (1996)

7) M. Sawaki and N. Hagita: “Texi-line Extraction and Character

Recognition of Document Headlines with Graphical Designs using

Complementary Similarity Measure”. IEEE Trans. Pattern Anal. &

Mach. Intell., 20, 10, pp. 1103-1109 (1948)

T. Tsulsumida, T. Masui. T. Noumi and T. Wakabhara : "Results of

IPTP Character Recognitin Contest and Studies on Multi-expert

System for Handprinted Numeral Recognition”, {EICE Trans. Inf. &

Syst., £ 79-1. 5. pp. 429-435 (1996)

0) A, W B T AT FE S XFRMY AT L7 EER
80-D-11, L, pp. 63-72 (1997)

10) A K. Jain, Y. Zhong and S. Lakshmanan: “Object Matching Using

Deformable Tempalies”. IEEE Trans. Pattern Anal. & Mach. Intell.,
18. 3. pp. 267-28 (1996)

11) E. Leven and R. Pieracchini : “Dynamic Planar Warping for Optical
Character Recognition”, Proc. of ICASSP, pp. 111 149-152 {1992)

12) C.W. Wu, R. M. Owens and M. J. lrwin : “Distortion Processing in

Image Matching Problems”. Proc. of ICASSP, pp. 2181-2184 (1990)

13) Roger K. Moore: A Dynamic Algorithm for the Sistance Between

Two Finite Areas”, [EEE Trans. Pattern Anal. & Mach. Irtell.
PAMI-1, 1. pp. 86-88 {1979)

14) e kK, HHL ZE Y - VBARL B 2B EROBR LT O
F8 % PRAFERNAOIEE. {5558, I 64-D. 3, pp. 276-283 (198D

15) H.S. Baird: “Document Image Defect Models”. in “Structures

Document Image Analysis”, ed. H.S. Buaird, H. Bunke and k.
Yamamoto. Springer-Verlag

16) N. Otsu: “A Threshold Selection Method from Gray-Level Histo-
grams”, IEEE Trans. Systems. Man and Cybernetics, SMC-9. 1. pp.
62-66 (1979)

8

=

L & BO& O

BAREST 19894, BWIEBRKFBRTERURT
Eha FE. OABERS AL, XFRED
Wit . IERE.

oH ¥ AL

A ¥ 1 E, BEFLAFTEREF LR
EraRET. Q% AAEEEEAHGENTDA
LOLE, WFREm-WEEER- oy Ca—FE Y
oA F AT A TIHERENOWECHEH. T,
NTT 3 2 2=4—¥ a RFEUEIRTT A 7 4 7HEH
eI N — 7 — & — . L.

Wy DRODH
FRE 018 19784, BEAES
BHELRIET . RfE, O4
th. A, X - XH - TR

AR LFHERITS
EHEMR ORI NT A
DR EE . BT,

o NTT = & 2 24— 5 AREFHERIUIERT £ 7 4 7 144
N ¢ WRELE THMT.

BUBIEIS A 7« 7253 Vol. 54. No. 6 {2000)




